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In 2015, the Dane County Pollinator Protection Task Force submitted
a Pollinator Protection Report for Dane County. The Pollinator
Protection Task Force Report brought needed attention to the plight
of pollinators and provided recommendations for Dane County
government to increase awareness and take action on protecting and
building pollinator habitat. Given the mission of the Dane County
Environmental Council (DCEC), it was natural for the Council to
embrace the Report as part the Council’s work plan for future action.
With support from Dane County Extension Educators, DCEC worked
to fulfill the goals of the Pollinator Protection Report. The Report
outlined the following major goals:
1. Expand education and outreach efforts
2. Maximize pollinator-friendly land use and management
3. Minimize use of insecticides harmful to pollinators
4. Support long-term research to inform future pollinator protection
To date, the DCEC and Extension has made significant contributions
towards achieving these goals and subsequent objectives outlined in
the Report. These contributions are described in this report and
highlight the contributions of the DCEC over the past five years
(2016-2021). Even though this is a five year summary, the work does
not end. This work will continue through the many action steps
identified in the Pollinator Protection Report including ongoing public
education.

Objectives:

Goal 1: Expand education and outreach efforts

1. Develop and distribute outreach materials

a. Developed informational brochure and activity card in English and Spanish
i. Attractive brochure holders were created and distributed to over 100
municipalities, public libraries, and community centers in Dane county
b. Developed 3 tabletop educational display boards and activities that can be borrowed
for public events from the Natural Resource Education Center
i. These have been used by over 25 different organizations in Dane county
c. Supported and developed presentations to educate the community on the importance
of pollinator protection
i. Presentations shared with all municipalities, public libraries and community
centers
ii. Presentations given at both statewide and national conferences on developing
pollinator protection programs
iii. Trained the Dane County Master Gardener speaker bureau volunteers in giving
the presentation, activities, and related resources so that they can give
presentations on pollinators to groups
iv. Provided the University of Wisconsin Insect Ambassador Club with $50 stipends
for students who give pollinator presentations to school groups in Dane County.
This group of undergraduate entomology students and graduate students
provides community education to local schools. This is an incentive for students
to provide education on pollinators and hands-on activities.
1. In 2021, they gave 4 presentations reaching 70 people
d. Developed webpages on both the Environmental Council and the Dane County
Extension websites that carry pollinator resources and information and guidance on
how to borrow equipment for educational outreach
e. Partnered with the WI Bed and Breakfast Association to assist them in initiating a
pollinator protection and habitat enhancement program.
f. Developed a network of 16 educational pollinator gardens in public spaces spaced
throughout the county with support groups for every garden for future maintenance
and long-term sustained educational outreach
i. Created bilingual educational interpretive signs (3’ x 2’) for all the public
educational gardens that are unique for each site.
ii. Worked with Henry Vilas Zoo Staff to add two pollinator gardens and
complementary bilingual signage for the zoo
iii. Provided funding and resources to establish a pollinator garden at Montessori
School in Madison.
iv. Garden locations can be found below:

2. Promote release of Dane County Pollinator Protection Report
a. Report electronically sent to: county board, relevant county departments, all county
municipal clerks
b. Developed and sent a press release on the report
c. Created a yearly progress report showing how the report’s goals and objectives are
being met

3. Encourage participation of municipalities in Dane County
a. Distributed information and brochure holders to all municipalities, public libraries and
community centers in the county
b. Made in-person visits to each of the above places and made offer to give free
presentations, assistance with local public pollinator projects, and resources that they
can freely access
c. Provided contact information for future questions, concerns or needs on pollinators

4. Develop uniform message to publicly advertise county department pollinator-friendly
practices
a. Developed a list of best practices, had this reviewed extensively by pollinator science
experts and then developed all educational materials with these key best practices
highlighted
b. Shared the resource materials with all county departments with education or land
management concerns that relate to pollinators

Goal 2: Maximize pollinator-friendly land use and management

Objectives:

1. Incentivize pollinator-friendly practices on private land
a. Work with schools, non-profits, neighborhood groups and community centers
on a pilot project to put in pollinator friendly plantings
b. Provide incentives such as attractive signage, plants, and resource materials to
encourage participation and acknowledge and identify efforts
c. Collaborated with University of Wisconsin Gratton Lab: Landscape Ecology of
Insects, to make the pollinator habitat assessment tool to support pollinator
habitat. Most of the users (92%) took this assessment for private land purposes.
More results can be found under Goal 4
2. Ensure pollinator-friendly management practices on county lands by providing
encouragement for departments managing county lands to use pollinator-friendly
management practices. The following has been documented:
a. Prairie plantings leading in and out of the Dane County Regional Airport
b. Dept. of Waste & Renewables have planted over 100 acres of native pollinator
seed mix as part of their restoration projects
c. Public Works will prevent mowing of county road ditches until after butterflies
have migrated and pollinators are finished with flowers.
d. Dane County Land & Water Resources Dept. is initiating efforts to make Dane
County a Monarch Butterfly Destination
3. Acquire and restore public county land to provide pollinator habitat
a. Encouraged county project land that is being restored to use pollinator habitat
seed mixes

Goal 3: Minimize use of insecticides harmful to pollinators

Objectives:

1. Minimize insecticide use by Dane County departments
a. Sent regular reminders to relevant county departments to minimize insecticide
use.
b. Shared researched guidance for minimizing insecticide use such as integrated
pest management approaches that can be used by Dane County departments
c. Track yearly county department insecticide use. Minimal except for emerald ash
borer and gypsy moth treatments

2. Minimize insecticide use by private citizens and businesses
a. Encouraged continued education in methods to minimize insecticide use
b. Provided the media with press releases and website information on how to
minimize insecticide use using researched effective methods that citizens and
businesses can use
c. Provided guidance on insecticide dangers and ways to eliminate use through the
pollinator habitat assessment tool.

Goal 4: Support long-term research to inform ongoing pollinator
protection initiatives

Objectives:

1. Document population and habitat gains and losses
a. Worked with the University of Wisconsin Gratton Lab: Landscape Ecology of
Insects, to make the Pollinator Habitat Assessment tool virtual with support
materials. This assessment in live and is continually available to collect data.
b. Distributed virtual tool with other county departments, UW Entomology
Department, UW Arboretum, City of Madison, WDNR, and other interested
parties
c. Developed press releases and marketing pieces and launch tool to coincide with
National Pollinator Education Week, June 22
d. The assessment calculated a habitat score for each response. This score was
calculated by assessing the food and nesting habitat, and insecticide use at each
evaluated site. The average habitat score was 20 out of 33. This score indicates
that, on average, respondents had opportunities to improve pollinator habitat.
The assessment then provided resources to respondents with actions they can
take to improve habitat for pollinators

2. Develop uniform protocols to evaluate public and public private initiatives for
pollinator protection
a. Disseminated the pollinator habitat assessment tool so that a uniform
assessment is used for establishing or enhancing pollinator habitat
3. Results from the Pollinator Habitat Assessment Tool can be found below:
a. 98% of respondents responded saying it was the first time they evaluated this
site with the assessment tool
b. 71% of respondents indicated that they do not use insecticides on the evaluated
site
I am completing this habitat assessment for:
Myself (e.g. in my yard, in my community garden plot)
A school
A business organization
A non-profit organization
A government organization
Other

93%
3%
2%
1%
1%
1%

The site I am assessing is located in a:
Rural area
Suburban area
Urban Area

28%
45%
28%

The size of the site that I am assessing for a pollinator habitat is:
Less than 0.25 acre
50%
0.25 to 1 acre
26%
1.01 to 5 acres
18%
More than 5 acres
6%

Submitted by: Michelle Probst, Natural Resources Educator, Dane County Extension

